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Smigly was present, and was handed petitions seeking changes
in the Electoral Law and the Constitution, with the dissolution
of the Parliament and a modification of the regime, as well as
an amnesty for the Populist leaders, Witos particularly. Rydz-
Smigly consented to receive the petitions. This action, coupled
with his presence on this occasion, could not but show the great
political significance attached to his position as Chief of the Army,
as was already clearly suggested by his speeches on May 3 and 24,
the former for external and the latter for internal application.
This was made perfectly plain to the nation when on July 16
Skladkowski, the Prime Minister, issued a circular to the Cabinet
Ministers and the Provincial Governors announcing that, by the
desire of the President, Rydz-Smigly was designated, in accord-
ance with Pilsudski's will, the "first defender of the country and
the first collaborator of the President," and as such was to be
considered and honoured as the "first citizen of the land after
the President." An official commentary accompanying the circular
said that a state of things actually in existence, and originating in
the Marshal's last spoken wish, was now to be recognized as bind-
ing on all holding Government posts. It was added that as the geo-
graphical and political position of Poland, as well as the teaching
of her past history, demanded from the nation intense alertness
and foresight regarding her defence, the man who had charge
of the forces which were to keep her from harm occupied a unique
position in her eyes. Thus, the mantle of Pilsudski, now dead
a year, was publicly placed on Rydz-Smigly by Moscicki. One of
the first acts of the General was the holding of a long conversation
with the Minister of Agriculture in presence of the Prime Minister;
it was obvious that the thoughts of Rydz-Smigly were with the
peasants and their rehabilitation one of the great aims to be
pursued and pressed, if the country was to be equal to its task. In
any case, a fresh period in the history of Poland had begun.